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PRESENTATION
The Artists Club

In March 2012, Thibaut Espiau, IStvan 15t Huzjan and Grégoire Motte established the Arfists
Club, a group of artists whose primary activity is spending time together and discussion
but not developing an art practice as a collective. A few months later, they discovered a
huge Fichet Bauche brand vault on the mezzanine floor of the building where they had
their studios. This steel cube of several fones was to mark the start of a palpable artistic
collaboration between members of the club as well as the opening of an exhibition spa-
ce. Both activities are closely intertwined.

First works

The renovation of the vault and the surrounding room gave rise to the first works by the
trio of artists. These were mostly objects documenting the way the space was used (First
floor cloth (pink and pierced)) or things they find in the rubble (A little gold) or the use of
the volume of rooms as a camera obscura to observe the street upside down.

The Vault

The box is a cube of 230 x 280 x 230 cm. The interior space measures 200 x 250 x 200 cm.

It is placed in the middle of a room of thirty square meters on the mezzanine of a former
jeweler’s place located on 63 Rue du Houblon in the centre of Brussels.

From the street, two windows give a view looking down onto the vault and a third window
serves as a showcase for graphic proposals. On December 20th, 2012, the Vault was un-
veiled to the public as a work by the Artists Club as well as a new exhibition space. It was
empty and simply furnished with a white carpet. What followed was a party.

The Carpet

The dirty white carpet was removed and kept as another frace of evolution of the Artists
Club’s Vault: a frace from the first meeting between the Vault and it’s public. Since then,
for each exhibition, the Artists Club changes the carpet in the Vault, and keeps it as a sou-
venir of the collaboration with the guest artist. Invited by the Brussels based fair ‘Brussels
Cologne Contemporaries’ The Artists Club presented their collection of eleven carpefts in
January 2014 in Cologne.

Exhibitions

The frequency and duration of the exhibitions is very irregular (one night only sometimes)
because the goalis not to “make exhibitions” but to try to invite artists who belong to
Artists Club personal art history and to make it public. With very limited financial resour-
ces, Artists Club often has to wait, like a tfrapdoor spider, for artists to be close to Brussels in
order to work with them in the Vault.
Weclaimperiodsofinactivityaswellasthefurtive nature of certainexhibitionsbecausewethinkit
ismorenaturalthanacontinuousstreamofproposals.We are artistsandweruntheplaceassuch.
The exhibitions at the Vault are the result of discussions between artists (who integrate
the Club for the duration of the exhibition) and us. So in some respects, these exhibitions
are actually collaborations. We produce with each artist an edition that accompanies
the exhibition. These editions are small booklets, posters, sound works on USB keys, etc.



ARTISTES & EXPOSITIONS

ARTISTS CLUB (FIRST OPENING)

BARBARA PEREYRA & FILIP VAN DINGENEN
MIRA. MAR Y OTROS

ROBERT WILHITE
EARTHPILLARS

EVOR
FORTRESSES

MATTHIEU MANCHE
MADE IN CHINA

ELLA DE BURCA
ILLUMINATING KUNSTHOLES

KURT RYSLAVY
LA PERUODE VERTE (jamming money)

JAMES BECKETT
“That’s that, that way ‘round, basically — as you probably know”

YVES GRENET
LA FABRIQUE D'EMOTIONS

CHRISTOPHE TERLINDEN
BEEP

SADAHARU HORIO + On-Site Art Squad «KUKI»

A C C F hors les murs
BRUSSELS COLOGNE CONTEMPORARIES 2013

ART BRUSSELS 2015 - 25-27 Auvril - Brussels expo



Artists Club



Coffre Fort



Barbara Pereyra & Flilip Van Dingenen, MIRA. MAR Y OTROS
Robert Wilhite EARTHPILLARS



Kurt Ryslavy, LA PERUODE VERTE
Evor, FORTRESSES
Matthieu Manche, MADE IN CHINA



James Becket,"That’s that, that way ‘round, basically — as you probably know”
Ella De Burca, ILLUMINATING KUNSTHOLES
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Ccristophe Terlinden, BEEP
Ella De Burca, ILLUMINATING KUNSTHOLES
Ccristophe Terlinden, BEEP



Yves Grenet, LA FABRIQUE D'EMOTIONS
SADAHARU HORIO + On-Site Art Squad «KUKI»



Artfists Club, MARCHANDS DE TAPIS, Brussels Cologne Contemporaries 2013
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this is tomorrow

Contemporary Art Nagazine

For i cument project, they invited Amstordam-based visual artst James Bockett, who in tum
apponted a professional, registered dowser 10 iInvestigate the space using an angular rod, looking
for a treasure that & supposadiy Mdden bahind $e walls. The whole process is recorded by the
artist and played back in the vaull 0n & resl-toreal Lape dock, aim0s! summonng the dowser's
prasency. Aher the nvestigason, Backett decded 10 4O the proof by SGQIng N 1w wall o Some
of the indicated parns - cbviously wihout result, but that's beside the point. Beckat! managed 1o
dovelop a proposal that fits the space so well it focia Nke 1t has oways been there. And whch, at
the same time, makes ‘Coffre Fort’ well worth another visil.

With just & few snapshots of the Beussels 341 scone, it I8 hard 10 4O uStos 10 its SparkEng variety
In & senes of artcies and Interviows, wo Wil COnnNue this ONQOING MPIOMNoN, in Ordar 10 Siowly
make you beleve the hype,
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HE LATEST THE MAGAZING THE BEST OF BELGIUM THE SPECIALS THE QALLERIES

& b %  Homage to Haneke and Les Nuits
% >f sounds off. This weekend in Belgium.

Huminating Kunstholes, Brussels

Subscribe to our
twice-monthly
newsletter
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L'IMPRENABLE
COFFRE-FORT
ARTISTSCLUB
03,2013
Hopstraat 63, 1000
Bruxelles

Par Septembre Tiderghios
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L'IMPRENABLE
COFFRE-FORT

En investissant le sous-sol d'un immcuble laissé
vacant par un ancien diamantaire, 1"Artists Club
un ¢ollectif piqué de dandysme, formé Jdc trois
artistes : Thibaut Espiau, IStvan 15t Huzjan ot
Grégoire Motte — & trouvé une véritablie mine d'or.
L'identité du groupe s'cst dailleurs forgée aulour
de ¢c coffre ¢1 de¢ son probadle conteau: leur logo,
dessiné par les graphistes de Uberknackig bureau,
adopte 12 forme d'une bague ou 1¢ mot coffre-fort
nent licu de diamant, s'inspirant des insignes des
grands clubs sélects. Comme 10ute sOCHELE seréte
Qui s¢ respecte, I'Arnists club communique peu sur
SCs activitds, qui A défagt d'étre clandestines, sontl
4 out l¢ moins nocturnes, Les evénements qui y
sont organisés o'y durent gedre pius qu'une soirée,
Ies uvres AISparsissant ensuile comme par magic
Car, ca plus d'offrir un cspace mental propice au
déplotement de réflexions métaphysiques, quelque
chose de 1"ordre de paranormal semble émaner de
ce coflre,

Au-deld de 12 misc & disposition du licu, qui cst en
soit unc donnée trés stimulante, les membres de
I"Artists Club aflirment nc pas avoir de visées
curatoriales. Pour cux, le coffre-fort est en quelque
sorte un accélérateur de particules. Il leur permet
de laisser carte blanche & des artistes de diverses
origines ou générations, de susciter des liens
inattendus, sans avoir 4 assumer lc role ni le
propos dc commissaires d'cxpositions. Ici, tout est
question de rencontres ¢t d'affinitds électives, ce
qui génére dans lc meilleur des cas une énergic
communicative, alors qu'en d'autres occasions
I"enthousiasme st plus mesuré,




